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5 residents pled guilty, on July 16, 2010, to knowingly harboring, transporting and
employing illegal aliens, as a result of an investigation by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) agents (such as
special agents).

ICE’s, an investigation agency of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
functions are to protect national security, public safety and the integrity of the U.S.
borders by enforcing criminal and civil federal laws governing border control, customs,
trade and immigration.

The defendants transported and paid cash to these illegal foreign nationals for
employment at various work sites, and used various properties to harbor and conceal
them, to gain competitive economic advantage over their competition in the chicken
industry. The defendants were sentenced to at least 12 to 30 months in prison, with
supervised release thereafter, and forfeiture of properties totaling over $1.87 million.

It is important to be proactive in legal compliance:

1. Employers or their personnel should comply with various laws such as immigration,
employment and tax law when hiring personnel in the U.S.

2. Before immigration crisis such as investigations, arrests, detention or
removal/deportation, families living with or having relatives without legal immigration
status in the U.S. should seek professional legal immigration help to legalize their
immigration status within legal and ethical boundaries.

For further information, please visit ICE News Release at
http://www.ice.gov/pi/nr/1007/100720fortsmith.htm .

By Aik Wan Kok, Attorney at Law, at Tiya PLC; Tel: 202-506-9767
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We represent companies, and individuals and their families in U.S. immigration law
such as green card, work visa and waiver matters. We represent clients within the U.S.
and abroad.

All Rights Reserved.

This article is intended for informational purposes only, and should not be relied on as
a legal advice or an attorney-client relationship.

This entry was posted on Friday, July 23rd, 2010 at 4:40 am and is filed under
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You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can
leave a response, or trackback from your own site.
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